Common Pool of Generic Electives (GE) Journalism Courses offered
by the Department of English

CREDIT DISTRIBUTION, ELIGIBILITY AND PRE-REQUISITES OF THE COURSE

Course Credits Credit distribution of the Eligibility Pre-requisite of
title & course criteria the course
Code Lecture | Tutorial | Practical/
Practice
GE-1 4 3 0 1 Passed Class | NIL
Basics of Xl
Journalism

Learning Objectives

The Learning Objectives of this course are as follows:
e To learn the process of structuring news formation for print publications as print
journalists.

Learning outcomes

The Learning Outcomes of this course are as follows:
e Bystudying this course, students will be able to understand the notion of Journalism
and grasp the underlying factors that define the news.

SYLLABUS OF GE-1

UNIT -1 (20 Hours)
UNIT I: Understanding News
e Meaning and definition of Journalism; news and reportage

e News: meaning, definition, nature

e Hard news versus. Soft news, basic components of a news story- dateline,
credit line and byline.

e Attribution, embargo, verification, balance and fairness, brevity

e Different forms of print-A historical perspective (Yellow journalism, Penny
press, tabloid press)
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UNIT - 11 (20 Hours)

UNIT II: Understanding the structure and construction of news
e Organizing a news story- 5W’s and 1H, Inverted pyramid

e Criteria for news worthiness
e Principles of clear writing

e Basic differences between the print, electronic and online journalism

UNIT — 11l (20 Hours)
UNIT lll: Role of media in a democracy
e (Citizen Journalism

e Responsibility to Society
e Contemporary debates and issues relating to media

e Ethicsin Journalism

Practical component (if any) - Prepare a presentation on difference between Soft
news and Hard news from the newspapers.

Essential/recommended readings-

1. Bruce D. ltule and Douglas A. Anderson. News writing and reporting for today’s
media; McGraw Hill Publication, 2000.

2. M.L. Stein, Susan Paterno& R. Christopher Burnett. News writer’s Handbook: An
Introduction to Journalism; Blackwell Publishing,2006.

3. George Rodmann. Mass Media in a Changing World; Mcgraw Hill Publication,2007.
4. Carole Flemming and Emma Hemmingway. An Introduction to Journalism; Vistaar
Publications, 2006.

Suggestive readings-

1. Richard Keeble. The Newspaper’s Handbook; Routledge Publication, 2006.

2. The Golden Age of the Newspaper. George H. Douglas. Greenwood Publishing
Group, 1999 - Language Arts & Disciplines - 300 pages.

3. Media Ethics: Truth, Fairness, and Objectively 2nd Edition (English, Paperback,
Paranjoy Guha Thakurta), Oxford, 2015.

4. Media, the State and Marginalisation: Tackling Challenges: Rachna Sharma: UK,
Cambridge Scholars Publishing, (2018) (ed.)

Note: Examination scheme and mode shall be as prescribed by the Examination
Branch, University of Delhi, from time to time.
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